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assumption that there would probably be five out
of a total of something in the neighbourhood of
twenty.   In a later communication His Excellency
recognized the  difficulties  in the way of  sub-
mitting panels as pointed out by the   League
Committee and   agreed   that   the   selection   of
representatives while resting with the Governor-
General should be based on confidential discussion
between the leader of the party concerned  and
the Viceroy.   But His Excellency could give no
indication at all as to the total strength  of the
expanded Council or the allocation of portfolios
or the proportion of Muslim representatives in the
Council* or the strength and composition of War
Council beyond saying that the question of setting
it up would be considered after the expansion of
the Executive Council had been completed.   The
Viceroy, however, made it clear that the collabora-
tion of Indian representatives with the expanded
Council and the War Council would be entirely
without   prejudice   to   the   consideration   and
decision, after the conclusion of the war and on
the basis indicated in His Excellency's statement,
of the main constitutional issue.   As regards the
position of the Muslim League representatives
vis-a-vis the representatives of any other party
deciding at a later stage to join the Viceroy's
Council, His Excellency appreciated and recognized
,in the course of conversation with Mr. Jinnah,, as